Karina Fauble
English Language Arts
Title of Lesson: The Open Window by Saki
Grade Level: 9-12
Strand 1 Writing, Speaking, and Visual Expression
Standard 1.2 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression for personal understanding and growth.
CE 1.2.3 Write, speak, and create artistic representations to express personal experience 
and perspective (e.g., personal narrative, poetry, imaginative writing, slam poetry, blogs, webpages).
Standard 1.5 Produce a variety of written, spoken, multigenre, and multimedia works, making conscious choices about language, form, style, and/or visual representation for each work (e.g., poetry, fiction and creative nonfiction stories, academic and literary essays, proposals, memos, manifestos, business letters, advertisements, prepared speeches, group and dramatic performances, poetry slams, and digital stories).
CE 1.5.2 Prepare spoken and multimedia presentations that effectively address audiences 
by careful use of voice, pacing, gestures, eye contact, visual aids, audio and video technology.

CE 1.5.3 Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical devices, and a coherent conclusion).
CE 1.5.4 Use technology tools (e.g., word processing, presentation and multimedia software) to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, proposals, business presentations, advertisements). 

Strand 2 Reading, Listening and Viewing
Standard 2.1 Develop critical reading, listening, and viewing strategies.
 CE 2.1.5 Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).
Standard 2.2 Use a variety of reading, listening, and viewing strategies to construct meaning beyond the literal level (e.g., drawing inferences: confirming and correcting; making comparisons, connections, and generalizations; and drawing conclusions). 

CE 2.2.1. Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view.
Standard 2.3 Develop as a reader, listener, and viewer for personal, social, and political purposes, through independent and collaborative reading.

CE 2.3.3 Critically read and interpret instructions for a variety of tasks (e.g., completing assignments, using software, writing college and job applications).
Strand 3 Literature and Culture

Standard 3.1 Develop the skills of close and contextual literary reading.

CE 3.1.3  Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, 
rising action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.
Standard 3.2 Read and respond to classic and contemporary fiction, literary nonfiction, and expository text, from a variety of literary genres representing many time periods and authors (e.g., myth, epic, folklore, drama, poetry, autobiography, novels, short stories, philosophical pieces, science fiction, fantasy, young adult literature, creative non-fiction, hypertext fiction).
CE3.2.1  Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence meaning.

CE 3.2.3  Identify how elements of dramatic literature (e.g., dramatic irony, soliloquy, stage direction, and dialogue) illuminate the meaning of the text.
CE 3.2.4.  Respond by participating actively and appropriately in small and large group discussions about literature (e.g., posing questions, listening to others, contributing ideas, reflecting on and revising initial responses).
Standard 3.3 Use knowledge of literary history, traditions, and theory to respond to and analyze the meaning of texts.

CE 3.3.2 Read and analyze classic and contemporary works of literature (American, British, world) representing a variety of genres and traditions and consider their significance in their own time period as well as how they may be relevant to contemporary society.
Lesson Objectives: 
All students will be able to:
· Recognize the organizational patterns of cause and effect and comparison and contrast.

· Produce a written, spoken, or visual presentation related to the story taking into account the audience and desired effect.

· Read and interpret instructions for a variety of tasks.

· Recognize plot structures and elements including story within a story, conflict, rising action, cause/effect relationships, and resolution.
· Recognize the historical background of the story.
I.  Materials Needed:
· Textbook, audio CD or copies of “The Open Window” by Saki.
· SMART board or white board screen or chalkboard
· Projector 
· Plot diagram worksheet.
II.  Anticipatory Set/Aim
  A. 
 Mind Capture: Listen to the following selection from the story we are going to hear 
today and tell me what kind of story you think it might come from. “The child was 
staring out through the open window with dazed horror in her eyes. In a chill shock of 
nameless fear Framton swung around in his seat and looked in the same direction.”
 B. 
 Bridge to Previous Learning: We’ve been working on and listening to short stories and 
the one we will read today is called “The Open Window.” As you listen to it, think about 
the elements of a plot diagram that we have already discussed.
  C. 
 Statement of Purpose:  To get meaning from things we read and to make decisions 
based on them, we need to be able to identify relationships such as cause and effect and 
comparison and contrast. We also need to identify motives for things in everyday life 
such as the advertisements we see and the websites we use to gather information. A very 
simple way to begin thinking about these sorts of skills that we unconsciously use in 
many areas of our life is to analyze a short story in the same manner.   

III.   Instructional Input:
· 5 minutes: Discuss areas where we unconsciously make decisions based on comparison/contrast and cause/effect and motivation. (Ex. Buying a car, consumer’s reports, deciding what to wear, choosing what formality to use when writing a paper.)
· 10 minutes: Discuss the social customs of the time of having a letter of introduction. (beginning of 20th century) and listen to audio CD of “The Open Window.” (8 minutes)
· 15 minutes: Group work and discussion of completed worksheets.
IV.   An Opportunity to Practice:
  A.  Guided Practice:  Divide students into groups to fill out the plot worksheets and   

        comprehension questions. Discuss the answers to the plot worksheet and discuss the  

        comprehension questions.
  B.  Independent Practice: 
       For homework/assessment: Due date can vary. 
       Choose one of the following projects to do alone or with a partner.

1.  Personal essay—to overcome his “nervous condition” Framton takes a trip to a rural 
area in search of rest and country air. In a personal essay, explain how and why people 
today search for ways to relax and escape from their hectic lives.


2. Vacation plan—Imagine that Framton is seeking rest and relaxation in your town or 
city.  With a partner put together a slide show presentation or display showing activities 
and places that might interest him. If possible, back up your written descriptions with 
illustrations, maps, and photographs.


3. Poem of introduction—When Framton travels, he carries with him letters of 
introduction written by his sister. Get together with a partner and write humorous poems 
of introduction about each other. Learn about each other’s strengths, interests, and habits. 
Then write a poem that presents details about your partner in a colorful and interesting 
way.


4. Tall Tale—In order to trick Framton, Vera invents a tall tale that turns a simple open 
window into something ominous. Write a tall tale that turns a seemingly innocent detail 
of your surroundings into something strangely sinister. For example, consider a door that 
is always locked or an oddly shaped tree.


5.  Find a song that would be appropriate for one of the scenes in this short story. Include 
the typewritten lyrics and a one to two paragraph explanation of how the song fits the 
scene.

V.  Closure:  You will present your assessment to the class one week from today. Tomorrow we  
will begin looking at how we can use some of the ideas we talked about today 
(identifying cause/effect, comparison/contrast, and motives) to examine media such as 
movies, advertisements and the news. We’ll take a look more specifically at how the 
purposes and motivations of producers and publishers can effect the content, nature, and 
slant of what we see on a daily basis.
VI. Domains

Cognitive—learning to analyze and infer

 Interpersonal—interacting with classmates to analyze content and gain understanding

Affective—understanding how cause and effect, comparison and contrast, and motives 
can influence decisions we make on a daily basis.

VI.  Multiple Intelligences/Learning Modes

Visual/Spatial: Assessment option two can include a visual presentation or display. 
Practice will include reviewing plot diagram visually on overhead.


Auditory: Students will listen to the story on the CD. Assessment can include oral 
presentations or music.

Musical: Assessment option five for a music-related assessment/presentation


Linguistic: Assessment option four—write a story. Assessment option three—write a 
poem. Assessment option one—write a personal essay

Intrapersonal: Group work on worksheets. Students can pair up in groups of two for 
assessment numbers two through five.

Logical/Mathematical: Students identify cause/effect patterns and relationships within the 
story.
